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faith that he feels that he may live without air and water but not
without God,13 and that even if he were -cut to pieces, God
would give him the strength not to deny Him.14 -He is definitely
of the opinion that the fullest life is impossible without such faith
and that one is not competent to offer satyagraha unless one has
a living faith in God.15 It is necessary, therefore, to discuss in
some detail the reasons why he considers faith in God indispen-
sable for the satyagrahi and also his views about God and soul,

Satyagraha is based on the fundamental truths -that the
soul remains unconquered and unconquerable even by the
mightiest physical force, and that every human being, however
degraded, has in him the divine spark, i.e., limitless potentiality
for growth and is capable of responding to kind, generous treatment.

Unless one has a living faith in God and in soul-force, he
cannot resort to satyagraha whole-heartedly, with entire confi-
dence and to the best advantage. Non-violence apart from God
is without any potency. "God is life. Therefore goodness and all
it connotes is not an attribute. Goodness is God. Goodness con-
ceived as apart from Him is a lifeless thing and exists only
whilst it is a paying policy. So are all morals. If they are to live
in us they must be considered and cultivated in their relation
to God. We try to become good because we want to reach and
realize God."16 "Mere mechanical adherence to truth and ahimsa
is likely to break down at the critical moment. , . .God is a living
Force. Our life is of that Force. That Force resides in, but is not
the body. He who denies the existence of that great Force, denies
to himself the use of that inexhaustible Power and thus remains
impotent. He is like a rudderless ship which, tossed about here
and there, perishes without making any headway."17 "This
(living faith in non-violence) is impossible without a living faith
in God. Without it he won't have the courage to die without
anger, without fear and without retaliation. Such courage comes
from the belief that God sits in the hearts of all and that there
should be no fear in the presence of God. The knowledge of the
omnipotence of God also means respect for the lives of even
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